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I am typing this report as I sit on my patio…mixing business with
pleasure. It’s nearly 80 degrees today and life is good.
The Retiree Center is busy, busy, busy this spring. Our annual spring
luncheon is right around the corner on April 28th. We will be honoring
fourteen new retirees and a whopping 120 of you have RSVP’d for the event.
It should be a great time. We are also hoping you can join us for the Living History
Premiere on May 5th. Four of our very deserving retirees are being honored with
student-produced documentaries. I’m excited to see all of the films! Registration is open
for two intriguing Senior University summer courses. See the details on page 8.
Grandparents University registration is going strong. Please consider sharing the GPU
experience with a special child in your life this summer. Our Canadian Rockies via Rail
trip will be departing on July 20th. We currently have 29 people registered for the trip. I
can’t wait to hear about their experiences and to see
their pictures. The bus is filling up fast for our Book
of Mormon day trip on May 22nd…it may be full by
the time this goes to print. I’m exhausted just writing about everything we have going on! Our first
retiree breakfast of the year was held on April 12th,
and it was very well attended. President Olson was
able to stop by and he brought along three guests
who were visiting WSU from Witów, our
sister city in Poland. One of the guests, Roman
Drozd, the Rector from Pomeranian University in
Slupsk (pictured right), spoke about how impressed
he was with WSU and the city of Winona. He called
it paradise…at this time of the year, it’s hard to
disagree. Hope to see you soon!

- Jess

Roman Drozd and Marlena Moszkowicz

retiree center mission statement
To support the mission of WSU and enrich the campus community as well as the lives of retired staff,
faculty and administration by providing institutional connections between the University and retirees who
may wish to continue their intellectual and social participation in collegial life and service to the University.
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guest columnist

Considerations When Deciding to
Remove an Ash Tree

new retirees

Written by Bill Meyer
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Emerald Ash Borer (EAB). It seems like every day more information comes out on the
deadly disease attacking the Ash tree. And worse yet, the disease is here in Winona. One
only has to listen to the buzz of chainsaws removing Ash trees near Lake Winona to see the
seriousness of the threat. What should a homeowner do?
If a homeowner suspects he might have EAB in an Ash tree in his yard, a quick and easy
inspection of the tree will yield helpful information about the potential presence of EAB in
the tree. Look for the following clues: woodpecker holes that can be found on the trunk, a
mottled, light brown bark which can be observed on the trunk and larger
branches, growth at the top of the tree that is sparse, D shaped exit holes indicating EAB
activity, S-shaped galleries that can be found just under the bark, and if you have good eyes,
maybe you can spot the metallic green adult (about 1/2 the size of a penny).
Still confused? Maybe it is time to ask yourself a few questions. How valuable is this
tree to me? Does it offer desirable shade to my house and yard? Is it a rather young tree or a
stately mature tree that has stood straight and tall for many years? Do I enjoy
viewing the birds and chipmunks that spend time in the tree? How will the removal of a
large tree affect my property values? Finally, how long would it take for a young
replacement tree to reach the size of my current Ash tree? Would removing the tree and
replanting a new young sapling make sense or cents?
The good news is new insecticide products and application methods have developed
over the past few years that show large Ash trees can be effectively protected from EAB.
This protection can last a number of years. For instance, some neighborhoods in
Michigan have treated their Ash for up to ten years. Successfully! Furthermore,
numerous recent economic analyses have consistently concluded that treating Ash trees
with a systemic insecticide is less costly than removing the tree and then replanting.
As a homeowner and a tree lover, the choice is clear to me. If I had a large, mature Ash
tree in my landscape, I would have a professional provide a chemical solution to EAB.
I would have a systemic insecticide such as TREE-age injected into the base of the tree
through a series of drilled holes into the sapwood. Soil applied insecticides are not a good
option in Winona because of the high water table and the chance of ground
water contamination.
Finally, I would start the treatment when the tree was still healthy. Studies have shown
that a single injection of TREE-age (emamectin benzoate) in mid-May or early June will
give excellent control for two years. Every two years I would have the tree
injected until the EAB outbreak subsides. After each application, I would monitor weather
patterns. If dry conditions followed treatment, supplemental watering would help assist
uptake of systemic chemicals in the tree.
Taking down an Ash tree and replacing it with a young tree is not only an expensive
option, but an option that takes time. At my age I would rather take my chances with a
trunk injected treatment. I think it makes both sense and cents to go that route.

The Employee Recognition Ceremony was held
Tuesday, April 12. Ten new retirees were honored
at the ceremony.

Pictured left to right: Seymour Byman,
Ronald Elcombe, Marianna Byman,
Joanne Stejskal, Bill Ng, Lawrence Bergin

Pictured left to right:
Scott Engler, Nancy McNally,
Gar Kellom, Michael Markegard.

first retiree breakfast

Pictured left to right:
Larry Reuter,
John Donovan,
Gary Bunce,
Richard Shields

Pictured left to right:
Cindy Jokela,
Rill Reuter,
Barbara Shields.
Gary Grob and Jeff Bartholomew.
Gary was Jeff ’s coach while he
studied at WSU!
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Lego Mindstorms:
Introduction to Robotics

Family Outdoor
Adventures

Un Viaje A Mexico:
A Virtual Tour of our
Neighbor to the South

Star (Wars) & Lasers:
Exploring the Science of Light

OUTSTANDING RETIREE RECIEVES
“FRIEND AWARD”
Kathryn Sullivan, an outstanding retired WSU librarian,
was recently honored with the “Friend Award.” The award comes
from Winona State University’s Special Education Department. It
is given to individuals who have served the Special Education
Department in an exceptional way. Past award winners have
helped with program approval, served on the advisory council or
taught as adjunct professors. Sullivan was the College of
Education liaison for a good portion of her career at WSU. She
was passionate about helping graduate students working on their
professional papers. During her retirement Sullivan has
continued support for the Education Department by donating an
entire bookcase of adolescent science fiction and fantasy books to
an after-school program. The program is located at the
Winona low-income housing authority. We are proud to see
Sullivan awarded with such a great honor.
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1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

●

Stark Hall 103

Vivian Fusillo, Professor Emerita, Theater and Dance
46 Years of Service

It’s never too late or too early to go to college.
Share a captivating two days with your
grandchild as you master one of six intriguing
majors. From out of town or looking for the full
college-life experience? Stay on campus in one
of the suite-style residence halls.
WSU Retiree Center

●

Don’t Get “Stumped”
in the Woods:
Exploring WSU’s
Hidden Forest

Immersed in Art:
Making Memories at the
MN Marine Art Museum

Nicole Cullinan
Adam Gibson
Brad Krieger
Elizabeth Pulanco
Zech Sindt
Jason Windhorn
Emilio DeGrazia, Professor Emeritus, English
43 Years of Service
Cody Anderson
Maggie Gadbois
Aubrey Giammarco
Charlie Hain
Ben Strand
George Bolon, Professor Emeritus, Airway Science
42 Years of Service
Erik Engström
Kartik Giriyappanavar
John Kuziej
Allison Ramey
Kathryn Zahn

Bob Keister, Professor Emeritus, Physical Education, Coach
32 Years of Service
Jennifer Hanson
Jacob Hilsabeck
Matt Lambert
Sam Nieman
Tori Norris
Phil Pronschinske
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PEOPLE DON’T TAKE TRIPS,

trip highlights
●

Cape Cod & The Islands

September
17-23, 2016

●
●
●

trip includes
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
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Roundtrip Airfare - MSP
6 Nights, First Class Hotel
9 Meals: 6 Breakfasts & 3 Dinners
Professional Tour Director
Deluxe Motorcoach
Baggage Handling
Admissions per Itinerary

●
●
●

Three Canadian National Parks
- Banff, Jasper & Yoho
Vancouver City Tour
Victoria & Vancouver Island
Butchart Gardens
Valley of the Ten Peaks
Icefields Parkway
Banff Area Tour

Canadian Rockies Trip
July 20-28, 2016

It’s not too late to register
for the eight day trip to the
gorgeous Canadian Rocky
Mountains.
Contact the Retiree Center for
more information:
507-457-5565
Retiree@winona.edu

Pre-Trip Document Meeting
Canadian Rockies
July, 6, Maxwell 158

Tour Activity Level
Easy

1

2 3

4

Active

chicago trip highlights

Day 1:

Travel to Boston, upon arrival meet your
tour director and transfer to your Cape
Cod hotel.

Day 2:

Today take a tour of Hyannis to learn
about the Kennedy family and this
seaside resort. Visit Plimoth Plantation,
board the Mayflower II, see the famous
Plymouth Rock and finish the night with
a welcome dinner.

Day 5:

Enjoy a ferry ride to Martha’s Vineyard
for a tour of colorful houses built by
whaling captains, pristine beaches and
colorful yacht harbors. View the
picturesque Aquinnah Lighthouse and
Gay Head.

Day 3:

Cruise to historic Nantucket Island with
a cobblestoned Main Street, unspoiled
beaches, sea captains’ houses and art
galleries. End the day with time to shop
and to explore the yacht filled harbor
and waterfront.

Day 6:

Visit Newport, Rhode Island for a city
tour. Follow the “Ten-Mile-Drive” along
the rocky coast after a day of
sightseeing. Enjoy a traditional
farewell dinner of New
England Lobster.

Day 4:

Tour the city of Boston to see historic
buildings. Visit the Faneuil Hall
Marketplace for lunch. End the day with
dinner at a popular Boston restaurant
before returning to the Cape.

Day 7:

Travel home to MSP filled with
wonderful memories from your Cape
Cod & the Islands Tour.

For more information contact the Retiree Center
● 507-457-5565
● Retiree@winona.edu

We had a great time at the
Chicago Institute of Art on March
31st. The Van Gogh’s Bedrooms
exhibit was amazing and we lucked
out with great weather in
Chicago that day!

TRIPS TAKE PEOPLE
-john steinbeck
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course information
This class will present the role that
relationships, star knowledge,
symbols, songs, storytelling, language,
plants and animals, and ceremonies play
in the development of the Lakota Way of
Life or Lakhol Wichohan.
Participants will also understand the
“mirroring” concept that assists the
Lakota in following their way of life.
There will be a special function to close
the class during the final class period.

Following the Lakota Way of Life
August 17, 24, 31, September 7, 14, 21
2:30-4:00 p.m.

about james reidy
Dr. James Reidy has been an Associate
Professor in the RTTR department at
WSU since 2000. Professor Reidy has
been following the Lakota Way of Life
for 20 years. During the past 20 years,
he has participated in numerous
ceremonies and has been guided by
several Pine Ridge elders on following
the “Lakota Way of Life.”

JamieAnn Meyers (retiree and Professor Emerita at Winona State) has been awarded a
mentorship with 20% Theater Company’s “2016 Q-Stage: New Works Series” to have her
original show “FIRST PERSON: A LIFE IN TRANSITION” produced on stage.

Register
Here!

Summer 2016
course information

Mysteries of the Upper Mississippi
Geomorphology and ecology

Ever wonder what goes on in the murky
June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, July 7
waters of the Mississippi River and how
the river and its valleys were formed
and got to be where they are?
We will investigate the changing
geomorphology of the Mississippi, its dynamics and processes, its many
life forms, and its many ecological systems. The course will
include hands-on experience in the WSU STaRS Flume Lab and on the
Mississippi River, including a class period on the vessel Cal Fremling, as
well as a foray into the backwaters of Aghaming Park.

2:00-4:00 p.m.

about mike delong and martin thoms
Dr. Martin Thoms is an internationally recognized
scientist in the field of riverine ecosystems specializing
in fluvial geomorphology and freshwater ecology.
His competency in the field of interdisciplinary river
science has been recognized numerous times by
Australian and International organizations/institutions.
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Dr. Michael Delong received his BS degree at the
University of Southern Mississippi in Marine Biology
and earned his PhD at the University of Idaho in
Aquatic Ecology. Delong has been studying rivers
throughout the US for over 30 years.

The show is created and written by JamieAnn, who is also the principal performer.
Zealot Hamm, Erica Fields, Beckett Love, Suzi Love and Pearl Noonan are featured in the chorus
ensemble. The ensemble participates in dialogue and portrays the story through vocalization
and body movement. Shalee Coleman is the director and Claire Avitabile and Nicole Wilder are
co-producers. “First Person shares the evenings’ performances with Hector Chevarria’s “The Big
Gay Mexican Show.”
“First Person” attempts to break down stereotypical barriers that prevent us from knowing the
transgender and gender non-conforming community as an incredibly varied spectrum of
individuals. Each of us has a different story, and “First Person” is JamieAnn’s unvarnished truth.
It’s her story of life-long transition, a life that’s being lived halfway up, halfway down,
in-between, and her claiming CHANGE as her identity.
JamieAnn wants her audience to leave the show with an understanding of the complexity,
struggles and joys of lives in transition. She wants the audience to get inside her head and
understand that each of us is different, that each of us struggles with many conflicting
emotions. She wants the story of lifelong transition and the complexity of living
“in-between” to emerge.
Performances will be May 13 and 14 at 7:30 pm and May 15 at 2:00 pm at Intermedia Arts,
2822 Lyndale Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN. Tickets are priced on a sliding scale according to
ability to pay and are available at http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2526554
WARNING: Adult language & content, nudity
Q-STAGE is made possible through support from the California Institute for
Contemporary Arts (CICA) LGBTQ funding program.
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May

Friday, May 6, 2016

Living History
Project Premiere
Reception and Premiere

Honorees:
Bob Keister
Emilio DeGrazia
George Bolon
Vivian Fusillo
Refreshments served

L

June

thursday, may 5,
1:00-3:00 PM
stark 103 auditorium

C

Life Time Tri Trinona
June 11-12, 2016

Retiree Breakfast
Tuesday, June 14, 9:00-11:00 AM
Kryzsko Commons Purple Rooms

Steamboat Days

Retiree Breakfast
Tuesday, May 10, 9:00-11:00 AM
Kryzsko Commons Purple Rooms
(Optional Campus Tree Tour Following)

Book of Mormon Day Trip

P

Socrates Cafe
Thursday, May 26
2:00-4:00 PM

P

Great River
Shakespeare Festival

Pre-Trip Document Meeting

#

Canadian Rockies
July, 6, Maxwell 158

Womens Resource Center
Tour Of Gardens
Saturday, July 9, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Great River
Shakespeare Festival

Retiree Breakfast

P

Student Move In Day
Tuesday, August 16, 8:30-2:30
Volunteer Opportunity

WSU All University Picnic
Monday, August 15, 4:30-6:30
Lake Park Bandshell

Retiree Breakfast
Tuesday, August 9, 9:00-11:00 AM
Kryzsko Commons Purple Rooms

Day Trip
St. Paul Saints Game
Tuesday, August 23

June 23-24

Thursday, July 28
2:00-4:00 PM

_

August

_
Grandparents
University

Socrates Cafe

June 22-July 31

Tuesday, July 12, 9:00-11:00 AM
Kryzsko Commons Purple Rooms

June 22-July 31

Socrates Cafe

Thursday, June 23
2:00-4:00 PM

$75

Sunday, May 22, 6:30 p.m.
Orpheum Theater, Minneapolis

June 15-16, 2016

10

July

Spring Commencement

SAVE THE DATES

P

Socrates Cafe

Thursday, August 25
2:00-4:00 PM
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IN MEMORIAM

e
e
We honor and mourn our University

George H. Baures
Facilities
February 26, 2016

Martha Marie Walters
VanFossen
Student Placement Office
March 21, 2016

colleagues who have recently died.
We recognize the richness of each life, the
gifts these members have brought to
many and the loss felt by
family and friends.

Judy M.Gernander
Professor
April 3, 2016

August "Disk" R. Keiper

Building Maintenance Foreman
March 11, 2016

Eldon Koplin
Education
April 14, 2016

THE PERKS OF BEING A WSU RETIREE
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●

Athletic Events: Free admission to regular scheduled campus athletic events
Teaching, Learning and Technology Services: Free campus-offered classes
when space available
Free WSU retiree e-mail		
WSU Fitness Center access at employee rate
ID card for all retirees
Free parking pass for all lots, must renew each year
15% discount on clothing and WSU gifts at bookstore, no books
Computer, printer, fax and copy access in the Retiree Center
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